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Clustered Flowers - Yellow 


Hop Clover - Frequent in waste ground. 


Distinctive for its light yellow flowers and spreading habit. 




















Trifolium campestre 


Large Clover - Very rare. 
Rather like the Hop Clover but upright, larger flowers, and the middle leaflet of each 3 lacks a lengthened stalk (which Hop Clover has). 
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Trifolium aureum 


Lesser Trefoil - Common. 
Distinctive for its diminutive flowers (here lax from maturity), indented leaflet tips and brown papery fruits. 


Trifolium dubium 


Black Medick - Common. 


Rather like Lesser Trefoil above, but more flowers, leaflets with end points ( 


Medicago lupulina 





Small Melilot - Uncommon. 
Distinctive for its spike of tiny flowers and seeds turning reddened green. 
























Melilotus indicus 


Ribbed Melilot - Scattered spots (here Craigpark). 


Distinctive for its spike of larger yellow flowers and unhairy light brown ribbed pods (below). 
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Melilotus officinalis 


Golden Melilot - Scattered Spots. 


Like Ribbed Melilot above but with hairy black net-surfaced pods (below). 
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Melilotus altissimus 


Kidney Vetch - Craigpark, Freelands Way. 


Rather prostrate here but more upright when among beside vegetation. 


Anthyllis vulneraria ssp lapponica 








Ribbed Melilot - Pods unhairy, ripening light 
brown, ribbed, 1-seeded. 





Melilotus officinalis 


Golden Melilot - Pods hairy, ripening black, net- 
surfaced, 2-seeded. 
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Melilotus altissimus 











Black Medick Fruits - Pods a cluster ripening 
black. 
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Medicago lupulina 





Lucerne - Curled pods. 





Medicago sativa ssp sativa 








Bird’s-Foot Trefoil - Frequent on bare waste ground. 





Flowers mostly yellow, often varying to some red, with only a few flowers per head, the stems solid. 
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Lotus corniculatus 


Greater Bird’s-Foot Trefoil - Frequent in damp ground amid longer vegetation such as the 
canalside. 





Taller than the above with many more flowers per head, the stems are hollow. 
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Lotus pedunculatus = Lotus uliginosus 


Meadow Vetchling - Common along the canalside. 


The flowers are clearly stalked, and the leaflets longish and narrow. 


Lathyrus pratensis 


Laburnum - Acommonly planted tree, its seeds often germinating. 


There are three species of Laburnum to be found growing. 


Laburnum alpinum, anagyroides & x watereri 





Gorse - A familiar spiky shrub. 


There are a number of other species of gorse elsewhere in Britain, flowering at different times. 
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Ulex europaeus 


Common Broom - The other familiar, but unspiky bush. 


Often has red colouring with the yellow. 




















Cytisus scoparius ssp scoparius 


Clustered Flowers - White, Red, Blue 


White Clover - Very common. 
Patch-forming with white V marks on its leaves (may be faint) and long leafless flower stalks. 
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Trifolium repens 


Knotted Clover - Beside path north beside the top of the Climbing Centre. 


Rare north of Manchester. 
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Trifolium striatum 


Alsike Clover - Quite common in waste ground. 
Distinctive from a distance by its warm rosy-pink flowers and longish leafless flower stalks. 
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Trifolium hybridum 


Red Clover - Common. 


Distinctive for its pinky flowers, leaves close to the flower head (see left pic), usually quite hairy stems and often quite robust form. It usually has a 
notable V mark on the leaves (may be faint). 


Trifolium pratense 





Zig-Zag Clover - Patchily frequent 
Distinctive for its narrow leaves, the flower ata distance above the nearest leaves, ane often strong aad colour. 
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Trifolium medium 


Crimson Clover - Uncommon. 
Generally an escape or relic of sown mixes. 


Trifolium incarnatum 





Bush Vetch - Common along the canalside and other vegetational places. 


Its leaflets seem like stretched D shapes, the flowers a murky bluey-purple. 


Vicia sepium 


Hairy Tare - Common. 


The flowers are small, its pods two-seeded and hairy. 
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Lucerne - Uncommon casual. 


Vicia hirsuta 

Medicago sativa ssp sativa 
Free-standing, 

Galega officinalis 


Goat’ 





Tufted Vetch - Common, usually in longer vegetation. 
Scrambling; only confusable with Fodder Vetch (next), but the top petal bends upward halfway along each flower (see left). 
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Vicia cracca 


Fodder Vetch - Uncommon; can be seen around Craigpark particularly. 


Like Tufted Vetch above, but the top petals bend upwards much closer to the flower ends, the flower stems often much hairier. 
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Vicia villosa 





Russel Lupin - Sporadically establishing themselves - Craigpark, and the Old Gasworks before its 


development. 
Colours varying from white to pink to blue. 
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Lupinus x regalis 


Loose Flowered 


Grass Vetchling - Bonnington Quarry (access now closed). 


The leaves are rather grass-like and the flowers a strong and cheerful red on long stalks. 


Lathyrus nissolia 


Bitter Vetchling - Common nearby Ratho in Calder Wood. 


The leaflets are few and long and narrow, the flowers often a murky bluey-purple colour, sometimes fully blue. 
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Lathyrus linifolius 





Common Vetch (ssp nigra) - Common. 


The petals are all of roughly one colour. 
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Vicia sativa ssp nigra 


Common Vetch (ssp segetalis) - Frequent. 


Like the above, but the large petal is much paler (often best visible from the back of the flower). 
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Vicia sativa ssp segetalis 





Common Restharrow - Field beside (W of) the Climbing Centre, Pavementside from Burnwynd to 
Dalmahoy Hill. 


A rather sticky plant due to its 




















Ononis repens 


Two-Flowered Everlasting Pea - Craigpark, Ratho Station and other sporadic places. 


The flowers are exceptionally large. 




















Lathyrus grandiflorus 


Smooth Tare - Field behind old Cement Works, canal bridge-side greenery; there was also lots in 
Edinburgh Park wasteland before the development there. 


The flowers are small and rather solitary on long stalks, the pods having usually 4 seeds. 




















Vicia tetrasperma 


Broadbean - A casual frequently seen, often in surprising places. 
Unlikely to be confused with anything else. 
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Vicia faba 


